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State Cost-Share Program 

In cooperation with the Kansas Department of Agricul-

ture Division of Conservation, the Dickinson County 

Conservation District facilitates cost-share payments for 

conservation practices each year. 

For the 2021 cost-share funding year, which runs from 

July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021, the Dickinson Coun-

ty Conservation District received allocations for Water 

Resources Cost Share Programs in the amount of 

$22,650.  In the past, Dickinson County Water Resources 

cost-share funds have been primarily utilized to install 

gradient terraces and grassed waterways, although we 

have also funded storage terraces and other practices. 

For these practices, the Conservation District will pay 

50% of the county average cost, up to $2,500 per con-

tract.   

The Conservation District also received $14,497 allocat-

ed for the Non-Point Source Pollution Cost-Share Pro-

gram. Non-Point Source Pollution practices include 

abandoned well plugging and onsite wastewater sys-

tems, including septic systems and lagoons.  The Conser-

vation District will pay 50% of the county average cost, 

up to $300 per contract for abandoned well plugging 

and 50% of the county average cost, up to $1,500 for 

onsite waste systems.  

All state funded cost-share allocations go directly to 

landowners.  No administrative expenses are paid using 

these funds. 

For information on applying for cost-share funding, 

please contact Cindy Montgomery at 785-263-2787, 



Abilene USDA Service Center Welcomes New Supervisory District Conservationist 

Adam Elliott grew up in Dickinson County working on his family’s farm near Chapman, Kansas.  He graduated from Chap-

man High Scholl in 1995 and then attended Kansas State University where he majored in Agronomy and worked for the 

Environmental Physics and Range Science departments.  This is also where he met his wife, Trisha originally from Arling-

ton, Kansas.   After graduating, Adam went to work for an environmental engineering company where he worked directly 

on a contract with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for the next 5 years covering soil and groundwater con-

tamination sites primarily in Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, and Missouri.  His wife Trisha also graduated with an Agronomy 

degree 6 months later and hired on doing the same work for the same company as Adam.  By November of 2004, Adam 

and Trisha had one child and another one on the way, and while they enjoyed the work they did, the travel and time 

away from home was not what they saw as a sustainable future for their family.  He then decided to hire on as a Soil 

Conservationist with the State Conservation Commission, where he would work for NRCS on Farm Bill Programs.  Adam 

worked out of Mankato, Beloit, and Belleville Kansas for the next four years, and in the end of 2008, he hired on directly 

with NRCS and was stationed at the Reno County office in South Hutchinson, Kansas until November of 2010.  Adam and 

his family then moved to Ashland, Kansas, where Adam has been the District Conservationist for the last ten years.  In 

2012, they welcomed a son into their small home, and life has been a blur ever since.  Not ever wanting a dull moment, 

Adam has been involved with many community/school/church groups and activities along with trying to constantly keep 

up with his wife who is also involved with “everything” and his kids who enjoy seeing how many sports/activities you can 

pack into a year ( in 2020 he had one kid in high school, one in middle school and one in elementary school)!   Now in 

2020, when life is already crazy, Adam will again be moving his family to become the new Supervisory District Conserva-

tionist responsible for Clay, Dickinson, and Ottawa counties.    He is looking forward to being closer to family and friends 

from the past, but also looks forward to meeting many new faces and becoming involved in new activities.   Wish Adam 

luck when you see him, he’s going to need it! 

Adam Elliot joins NRCS in Abilene as the Supervisory District Conservationist for Dickinson, Clay, and Ottawa County beginning Tuesday, 

October 27.  Please join us and welcoming Adam and his family to the area.  

Picture of Adam’s Family Left to Right: Alida (16), Trisha, Diehl (7), Adam, and Tanith (14) 



Healthy Forests Healthy Communities 

Dickinson County Cost Share Funding History 
The following represents actual dollars of cost-share funding paid to landowners from 2015 to present day 

 

  

 

 

 

2015  $  18,780  

2016  $  16,106  

2017  $  16,160  

2018  $  14,321 

2019 $ 16,289 

2020 $ 18,374 

2015  $ 12,684 

2016  $  11,973 

2017  $  15,300 

2018  $  11,610 

2019 $ 11,010 

2020 $15,758 

Water Resources Non Point Source Pollution Control 

The following dates are applicable for Dickinson County FSA: 
 

October 30 – WHIP+ application deadline 

December 11 - CFAP2 application deadline 

December 15 - Fall seeded crops (wheat, triticale) certification deadline 

Crops not reported by the applicable deadline are subject to late file fees. 

If you have questions, please contact FSA at (785)263-1351.  

The Dickinson County Conservation District invites Dickinson 

County students to participate in the annual youth poster, lim-

erick, and essay contest – “Healthy Forests Healthy Communi-

ties.” 

The poster contest is open to public, private, or home school 

students in Dickinson County. Students will compete in poster 

categories by grade: K-1; 2-3; 4-6; 7-9; and 10-12. One winner 

from each of the grade categories will be selected and hon-

ored for their commitment to conservation. 

The winning poster in each grade category will be entered in 

the statewide poster contest. Winning entries in the state con-

test in each category will be entered in the national contest 

and will be eligible for cash prizes. 

Ask your child’s teacher if the class is participating in the contest or stop in at the Dickinson County Conservation 

District office, 328 NE 14th Street in Abilene for complete rules and an entry form.  All students are eligible to partic-

ipate in the contest, even if their school is not participating.  For more information, contact Cindy Montgomery, 263-

2787 extension 332. 

All entries must be submitted to the Dickinson County Conservation office no later than January 15, 2021.     





Conservation District Sponsors 

REDUCE  

REUSE 

RECYCLE 

REDUCE  

REUSE 

RECYCLE 

Thank you to all our sponsors! 

(785) 263-3037 

Abilene Rent-All & Sales, Inc 

1701 West First St. Abilene     785-263-7668 

Sales & Service 

Cub Cadet, Husqvarna, Toro & Echo, 

We Service Most Small Engines 

We Rent “Almost” Everything 



Conservation District Services 

CALENDAR 

 

October 30 – WHIP+ application 

deadline 

November 9 – Regular Board 

Meeting 

November 11 – OFFICE CLOSED – 

Veterans Day 

November 26 – OFFICE CLOSED – 

Thanksgiving Day 

December 11 – CFAP2 application 

deadline 

December 15 – Fall seeded crops 

(wheat, triticale) certification 

deadline 

 

Dickinson County Conservation District  

328 NE 14th Street 

Abilene, KS  67410 

Equipment Rental and Sales 

The Dickinson County Conservation District provides conservation equipment rental service to 

area landowners. Contact Cindy Montgomery at 785-263-2787 extension 332 to schedule your 

Great Plains No Till Drill 

Delivered: $50 Delivery Fee + $15/Acre      

First 1/2 Acre Free 

Customer Pickup: $15/Acre    

$80 Minimum  

 

Truax Grass Seed Drill 

Delivered: $40 Delivery Fee + $11/Acre      

First 1 Acre Free 

Customer Pickup: $11/Acre    

$40 Minimum  

Drip Torch 

$100 Deposit   

$5/Day 1st 3 Days   

$25/Day  After 3 Days 

 

CoCoRaHS Rain Gauge—$32 

 

30” Wire Stem Marking Flags—Fluorescent 

Pink 

100 for $10.00  or 1000 for $100.00   

($10 minimum) 

Funding to produce this newsletter is provided in part by the Division of Conservation through appropri-

ation from the Kansas Water Plan. 

The Dickinson County Conservation District prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on 

the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, 

or marital or family status. 
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