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Save A Drop
Water Festival

1 350 students, par-
ents, and volunteers
from every school in
Dickinson  County
; and St. X from Junc-

#¥ fion City atftended
the 2018 Save A
Drop Water Festival
= at Brown's Park on
-~ April  26. Fourth
| grade students took
. part in activities re-

g ~ lating to water and
nafural resource conservation, changing environmen-
tal attitudes, water and technology, water protection,
water science and biology, and wildlife that depend
on water. The students rotated through 20 minute sta-
tions that included: Build A Watershed, Water Jeop-
ardy, Environmental Forensics, Rain Barrels, Edible Aqui-
fers, Herpetology, Furs and Fowl, Gooey Garbage,
Long Haul, Incredible Journey, Wonderful Worms, Com-
mon Waters, and Bird Pharming. Milford Nature Center
presented Kansas Birds of Prey for the lunchtime enter-
tainment. Dickinson County Conservation District was
one among many sponsors/volunteers for the event.
Check out our website or Facebook page for photos
from the 12th Annual Save A Drop Water Festival.

Envirothon

Two Dickinson County schools participated in the 2018
Kansas Envirothon on April 12. The Kansas Envirothon is
an outdoor, environmental high school competition
where students learn and are tested on soils, forestry,
wildlife, aquatics, a current issue and an oral presenta-
tion.. Students from twenty-one schools competed this
year.

Two teams from Chapman High School and one team
from Hope High School competed in the regional
event held at Camp White in Council Grove.

Chapman High School Team A placed 4th overall while
Team B placed 7th with a 1st place in the Wildlife divi-
sion. Hope High School Team A placed 18th overall.
The highest ranking team from each school are invited
to attend the state contest at Lil Toledo Lodge in Cha-
nute, Kansas. Our neighbors to the north, Clay Center
High School, placed first in the state competition.
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Salina, Kansas, July 24, 2018—Gaye L. Benfer, acting Kan-
sas State Conservationist for the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) announced today that NRCS is offering technical
and financial assistance to producers in Kansas suffering
from ongoing drought conditions. Drought recovery fund-
ing assistance is available through the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Drought Initiative.

The State of Kansas declared a Drought Emergency for
the following counties: Barber, Barton, Butler, Chase,
Clark, Clay, Coffey, Comanche, Cowley, Dickinson, Ed-
wards, Ellsworth, Finney, Ford, Geary, Grant, Gray, Green-
wood, Hamilton, Harper, Harvey, Haskell Hodgeman,
Kearney, Kingman, Kiowa, Lincoln, Lyon, Marion, McPher-
son, Meade, Morris, Morton, Osage, Ottawa, Pawnee,
Pottawatomie, Pratt, Reno, Rice, Riley, Saline, Sedgwick,
Seward, Shawnee, Stafford, Stanton, Stevens, Sumner,
and Wabaunsee.

“Through this initiative, eligible landowners and producers

in declared drought emergency counties will be eligible
to address livestock water shortages in their operations,”
said Benfer.

Applications for assistance under the EQIP Drought Initio-
tive are currently being accepted. The application evalu-
ation cut-off period will be August 24, 2018 with contract
funding to occur shortly after. Due to immediate need,
applicants may apply for waivers to initiate necessary
practices before contracts are funded.

Information Available

Additional informatfion about NRCS programs is located on the Kansas NRCS website af
www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov or stop by your local USDA Service Center. To find a service center near you, check
your telephone book under “United States Government” or on the Internet at offices.usda.gov. Follow us
on Twitter @NRCS_Kansas. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Each year, the Dickinson County Conservation District presents awards to county land owners for
implementing conservation practices that exemplify a commitment to stewardship of our natural
resources. Awards are presented at the Annual Meeting in February and recipients are recog-
nized in a special supplement to the Abilene Reflector-Chronicle. Each of the awards is dedicat-
ed to a conservation practice that strives to conserve and promote healthy soils, water, forests,
and wildlife.

The Banker’s Award, presented to Kevin and Lorine McKeeman in 2017, recognizes best manage-
ment practices that prevent erosion and maintain fertfility and productivity of the land.

Ray and Merelyn Stites received the 2017 Grasslands Award for managing land in a manner that
results in conservation of soil, water, and grassland resources.

The 2017 Buffer Award was presented to Larry and Karin Kellogg for establishing and maintaining
buffer and filter strips that improve wildlife habitat and water quality by taking marginal land out
of production and planting it in native grasses, forbs, and legumes.

No-till farming results in the reduction of soil erosion and fuel consumption. The 2017 No-Till Farming
Award went to Cedar Hill, Inc. for their dedication to improving soil health and reducing soil ero-
sion.

Rex Sandow and Jan Robinson received the 2017 Windbreak Award for establishing and manag-
ing a windbreak to protect farm resources and reduce soil erosion.

The 2017 Young Farmer Award was presented to Cameron Lang, for demonstrating an under-
standing of the importance of conservation, implementing conservation practices both as a joint
effort and individually, demonstrating excellence and dedication in operation management,
making great conservation efforts while overcoming challenges, and taking a leadership role in
conserving natural resources.

Award winners are selected from a group of landowners nominated by the Dickinson County
Board of Supervisors, partner organizations, and other area landowners. To be eligible to win the
award, nominee must implement one or more specific conservation practices in Dickinson Coun-
ty and must not have been a winner the prior year.

The Dickinson County Conservation District is now accepting nominations for the Conservation
Awards. Nomination may be made by phone at 785-263-2787 extension 332, by email to cin-
dy.dooley@ks.nacdnet.net or by submitting a form on the website homepage:
www.dkcoconservation.com

[ Conservation Connections Issue #13 2018 www.dkcoconservation.com



Conservation %W

Riley Sleichter is a 2017 graduate of Abilene
High School and will begin his sophomore
year at Kansas State University in the fall of
2018. Riley is completing a bachelor’'s de-
gree in Biological and Agricultural Engineer-
ing. After college, Riley intends to pursue a
career in agricultural machinery engineer-
ing. Riley also plans to raise Maine-Anjou,
Chianina, and Shorthorn cattle with an em-
phasis on raising females for the show indus-

fry.

320y arwer

The Conservation District will begin accept-
ing applications for the 2019-2020 school
year in early 2019. More details and scholar-
ship applications will be available on the Re-
sources, Forms, and Publications page of
their website later this year:
¥ _ She. www.dkcoconservation.com or Facebook
m— i 2 page: dkcoconservation

Each year, the Dickinson County Conserva-
tion District awards $1000 scholarships to two
students who plans to further their educo-
tion in the conservation field or a related dis-
cipline. This year, the scholarships were
awarded to Riley Sleichter and Jamie Rock.

12321315 Aoy

Jamie Rock is a 2018 graduate of Chapman
High School. She will contfinue her educo-
tion at Kansas State University in the fall of
2018. Jamie intends to complete a bache-
lor's degree in Biological Systems Engineer-
ing with a focus on machinery. When she
receives her degree, she hopes to pursue a
career as an engineer for an agriculture ma-
chinery manufacturing company, such as
John Deere or Great Plains Manufacturing.
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JWEFTITIEIOOJXIDBDOZETATTIBAHCDMA
AMSILCHTDTOLTNRZIVUECPXCTISZWTUH

DDRAYPNWAJAAOPHSCIBABOOSKJKNSP

VRTXSEEEQLCDFPHEATMNETIUSNUHTLYNV
KAJONBLJBIUPEUPBTIROQTOYEJXSOY
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Z BPRMLNTIAXRSOPPGRTCTYTTITLATZROMIEH
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Z VWDAIIFTMKARJVFEEMRABNDBU SEIXTFEFPDM
DZGMCXTOQUPFHGTLTILCTZEKERPDVEFOQPMTITFEHB
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CARRYINGCAPACITYMXSCVBPSEMOQATWHK
WQOBVDGHOQWMGILWTUNUEVIACTIHMMRERR R
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Upland Mutual Insurance, Inc.

Serving Kansas since 1896

2220 Lacy Drive
Junction City, KS 66441
785-762-4324
www UplandMutual.com

Visit Your Independent Insurance Agent today!

PROVIDING SUDDEN SERVICE™ '

FOR CONSERVATION & AGRICULTURE
- . Call us Today for all of your conservation needsl! .
Our.  or Wildlife Biologists are ready to assistl -

_ Native Grasses-e Pollinators e Food Plots- 1

WY/

5!55 101 Industrial Ave
4 EEp. Osborne, KS 67473

Meuli, Inc.

Dirt Contractor
Dwight Meuli
Owner/Operator
785-479-2158
785-479-6422

" 1142 Jeep Road
Abilene Kansas 67410

“\mson County Fam Bire 2

Helping Feeq the WoR®

I020

(785) 263-1920

SMART (800) 249-1920 N
r. — Fax (785) 263-7933 @;“i‘}i‘f

Cell (785) 479-6196

INSURANCE

DOUG SMART
215 NW 15th » P.O. Box 697 = Abilene, KS 67410

Email: doug@smart-ins.com
Web page: www.smart-ins.com

Abilene Rent-All & Sales, Inc
1701 West First St. Abilene  785-263-7668

Sales & Service
Cub Cadet, Husqvarna, Toro & Echo,
We Service Most Small Engines

We Rent “Almost” Everything

P.0.Box 157
Hope, KS 67451

785-366-7213
www.agritrails.com

Garlton, Chapman, Dillon, Durham, Durham Station,

Gypsum, Herington, Hope, Lincoinville, Na\{arra,
Pearl, Tampa, White City Station, Woodbine
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980 Highway 15 » Hope, KS 67451-9366 = Office (785) 949-2204
Fax (785) 949-2205 » www.phillipsseed.com

$ Corn - Soybeans - Sorghum
-
AgnPro Wheat - Alfalfa - Grass
“Plains Tested, Plains Tough”
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SHARP BROS. SEED (0.

SHARP BROTHERS SEED COMPANY
1005 SOUTH SYCAMORE STREET
HEALY, KANSAS 67850

(800)462-8483

Basements, Ponds, Building fills, terraces
HOFFMAN CONSTRUCTION
EARTHMOVERS

Over 30 years experience
BOB HOFFMAN :

=d 785-479-5547 QL
Cell:-785-366-0443

All your soil conservation needs

HETTENBACH
CONSTRUCTION CO.

907 NW 3"“Street ¢ Abilene, KS 67410

785-263-5677

~ Paul Hettenbach \
=43 paulhettenbach@gmail.com &

Crop Service

(785) 263-3037

www.dkcoconservation.com
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Equipment Rental and Sales

The Dickinson County Conservation District provides conservation equipment rental service to area lanad-
owners. Contact Cindy Dooley at 785-263-2787 extension 332 to schedule your rental.

NOTARY PUBLIC SERVICE AVAILABLE

Funding to produce this newsletter is provided in part by the Division of Conservation through appropriation from the Kansas Water Plan.

The Dickinson County Conservation District prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.

Dickinson County Conservation District
328 NE 14th Street
Abilene, KS 67410
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